Ehsan believes that his music “should bring happiness to people and bring people together.” His first
album “Phantasm” was published in 2019 and streamed more than 2,000,000 times and downloaded
i all digital platforms.

EHSAN MAT

(Persian Santoor player, Composer and Music Producer)

Born in 1979 in Iran, Ehsan Matoori began learning Santoor (Persian-dulcimer) based
on Maestro Faramarz Payvar’s method at age 9. He studied instrumental and vocal
Radif (Persian musical repertory) with Parviz Meshkatian and Pashang Kamkar and later
started teaching Santoor. Ehsan took lessons from Ardavan Kamkar, one of the greatest
contemporary Santoor players of Iran known for his distinct playing style and tuning
techniques. In addition to playing Santoor, Ehsan has studied music composition and
harmony with Farhad Fakhroaldini and children's music with Soudabeh Salem. After
moving to the United States in 2013, Ehsan performed with world music masters such as
Sandeep Das (tabla), Jamal Mohamed (percussionist), Paul Sriji (mridangam), Maeve
Gilchrist (jozz harp), Matthew Coley (marimba), Mike Block (cello), Bassam Saba (oud),
Sybarite5 (string quintet) and Greg Ellis (percussionist). He has also been a member of
SMU world music ensemble since 2013 and a member of the Silk Road Global
Musicians Workshop as a faculty assistant and performer since 2016. His first album
“Phantasm” in collaboration with Mohsen Namjoo was published in 2019 and streamed
more than 1,000,000 times and downloaded on all digital platforms. His love of
learning about cultures and feeling their melodies, has inspired his musical
compositions which represent these cultures and bring new words to the world. Exploring
diverse musical and poetic traditions around the world, Matoori has recently been
working on a multilingual project called “The Voices and Bridges” which was announced
by the BBC world, BBC Persian and the Silk Road Project in July 2019 and July 2020.

Ehsan believes that his music “should bring happiness to people and bring people
together.”

THE VOICES
AND

BRIDGES

(Multi-Lingual Music Project)

www.thevoicesandbridges.com

“The Voices and Bridges" is an ongoing multi-lingual, multicultural collaboration
between musicians from many parts of the world including Alireza Ghorbani (lead
vocalist), Bombay Jayashri, Celia Woodsmith, Qaiser Nizami, Michael Kelly, Solange
Merdinian, Maya Hobeika, Olcay Bayir and others. This music project is an exploration
which brings together languages of ancient cultures such as Persian, Spanish, Arabic,
English, Turkish, Bengali, Urdu, Kashmiri and French to create a new story that
celebrates different cultural traditions from around the world.  The style and genre used
in the project is Global Music inspired by different musical traditions. All musical tracks
are recorded acoustically. The lyrics are from compositions by many prominent
reknowned poets from around the world such as Rudaki, Jorge Luis Borges, Nima
Youshij, Pierre Riverdy , William Shakespeare, Allama Igbal, Lal Ded, Rabindranath
Tagore, Nazim Hikmat, Maram Almesri, Forough Farokhzad, and Rumi. The project
includes poetry by medieval and modern poets performed by pioneer musicians and
vocalists from different parts of the world with original music written and composed by
Ehsan Matoori and linguistic and academic advice offered by Dr. Sadaf Munshi. The
purpose and mission of the project is to bring together diverse musical and poetic
traditions and introduce them to the world to give a universal feeling of music. This is
achieved by bringing together, blending and merging the poetic and musical arts of
different world cultures in a way that they communicate with each other synchronically
and through time.

Background

The inception of the Voices and Bridges lies is a response to the consequences of some of
the ongoing geo-political problems and existing socio-cultural challenges which are
broader in dimension but similar in nature in different parts of the world. The idea of the
project was primarily triggered by the trials and tribulations associated with migration,
social and political strife, and general human sufferings. A special motivation came from
the composer Ehsan Matoori’s personal struggle in an entirely new country, the United
States -- a country he migrated to in order to fulfill his dreams but one viewed as an
“enemy” by the country where grew up, viz., Iran, where he set the foundation of his
dreams and aspirations. The economic and political sanctions on Iran by the US and its
major allies in the developed world on the one hand and restrictions on cultural activities
put forth by the conservative Iranian regime on the other, have made it extremely
challenging for Iranian artists and musicians to freely promote their culture. The project
is an outcome of collaboration between artists from various parts of the world with
common goals and aspirations.
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